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TN govt’s campaign to bring back
manja pai will curh the use of plastics

ecently, the Tamil Nadu
government launched a
campaign called ‘Meendum
Manja Pai’ aimed at encouraging
people to use cloth bags instead of plastic.
This move by the state government has
been received well by many eco-warriors.
Krishnan Subramanian, who started
YellowBag Foundation as an initiative to
promote reusable cloth bags, is happy
with the campaign. But he says that
the enthusiasm with the officials
and others shouldn’t die down
after a month or two. “When
the plastic ban was implement-
ed in TN, many were
religiously following it for the
first two months or so. Slowly,
they lost interest. The same
shouldn’t happen with the
Meendum Manja Pai campaign. €
There is enough awareness of the
harmful effects of plastic and people know
the benefits of using cloth bags. What’s
important is policy implementation,”
says Krishnan.

He adds that the officials should
enforce strict measures on this. “It
should be a continuous effort on the
part of officials, traders and consumers
as well. Earlier, manja pai with goodies
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pictures of cloth bags;

were offered to guests
when they leave
important functions like
weddings. A few used to
keep the bags and reuse them.
These cloth bags can be used for a
longer period when compared to plastic
ones. When such policies are imple-
mented by the government, they should
make sure that the cloth bags are
manufactured locally, thereby, giving
employment opportunities for locals.
This will benefit that particular village

(inset) Krishnan Subramanian; representative

Seethalakshmi

or town as well. Also,

throughout the campaign,

we have to stress on the
many uses of cloth
bags,” he adds.

If you are running
a business or
hosting an event,
you can
encourage the
use of cloth bags,
Krishnan says. “You
don’t have to wait for any

official announcement. If you are an
entrepreneur and are sending packages to
the customer, make sure to deliver them
in cloth bags. Small gestures like this will
make a huge difference.”

Seethalakshmi, who puts up the
Organic Farmers Market (OFM) in the
city, has stopped using plastic bags for
many years. “It was a huge revelation for
me when I got to know about the benefits
of using cloth bags. At OFM, we only use
cloth bags to sell the products. I feel it is

the responsibility of
/ each citizen to stop
¥ using plastic. It has
been reported that
140-tonne plastic
was collected from a
prominent subway after
the recent floods. One of
the main reasons for
flooding in many parts
of Chennai was due to

blocked drainage. I
hope the Meendum Manja
Pai campaign will bring

some changes in
people’s attitude and
save our environ-
ment,” remarks
Seethalakshmi.

Anushka likely to make a comeback in
Tamil with Vijay

actress Anushka Shetty was last

seen in a straight Tamil film. It
was Singam 3 aka Si 3 in 2016 the
actress signed the dotted lines for a
Tamil project. Since then she has
been a part of Pan-Indian and
bilingual films like Baahubali
franchise, Bhaagamathie and Silence.
The latest buzz is that the actress is
all set to play the lead in a Tamil film
that will be directed by Vijay of
Thalaivi fame. Sources say that the
film will be a commercial entertainer
that will go on floors in January. If
the reports turn out to be true, this
will be the third collaboration
between Anushka and Vijay after
Deiva Thirumagal and Thaandavam.

] It has been quite a few years since
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-r\

= ¥
" ¢
| vii
g’ " A
P

1 ‘b}

a o ’

KOHLI, ROHIT RETAINED

AHEAD OF

NEW DELHI: Royal Challengers Bangalore
on Tuesday retained its former captain
Virat Kohli while Mumbai Indians
predictably retained India’s T20 skipper
Rohit Sharma and pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah ahead of the IPL

2022 mega auction.

India’s greatest white-ball skipper and
Chennai Super Kings talisman MS Dhoni is
his team’s second retention behind
all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja while Ruturaj
Gaikwad is the fourth name in the list. Eng-
lish all-rounder Moeen Ali has also been re-
tained by four-time IPL winner CSK.

The major names to be released are out of
form all-rounder Hardik Pandya and dashing
wicketkeeper-batter Ishan Kishan, who have
been a part of the Mumbai Indians core.
Meanwhile, leg-spinner Yuzvendra Chahal
and IPL 2021 ‘Purple Cap’ winner Harshal Pa-
tel have been released by the RCB franchise.
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RETAINED PLAYERS
(salary in INR)

Mumbai Roval
Indians: Rohit ch I:)va
Sharma (16 cr), . alengtilr_s "

Jasprit Bumrah (12 cr), K hlqgisore' Gl.lra
Suryakumar Yaday ~ Khli (15 cr), Glenn

(8 cr) and Kieron Maxwell (11

Pollard (6 cr)

and Mohammed

M Swati Jagdish will be
hosting a workshop on
adult sexuality health,
intimacy and relationships.

Date and time: December
4,11amto 8 pm

Venue: Hanu Reddy
Residences, Poes Garden

M A painting exhibition
titled The Ghajini Cliche
will be hosted by Natesh
Muthuswamy. He is a
prolific painter, writer,
stage light designer,
installation artist as well
as a graphic artist.

Date and time: December 5
onwards, 11 am to 5.30 pm

Venue: Varija Gallery,
Dakshinachitra.

Poonja Kannazhagi
goes international with
Macedonian orchestra

he Tamil song Poonja
I Kannazhagi, is all set to be

launched by Anirudh
Ravichander on Wednesday
evening. Produced by Noise and
Grains that has made songs like
Kannamma Eannamma, Thappu
Paniten, and Enna Vazhka Da, the
makers have gone
international for
Poonja Kannazh-
agi. “Thisisa
melodious and a
romantic number
composed by Biju
Sam and is
crooned by
Adithya RK and
Reshma Shyam.
Biju Sam gave us
a song which was
overwhelming.
When we wanted
to add something

to it, we zeroed in (Top left) Karthik Srinivas;

on the Macedoni- Aditya and Reshma; Biju

an Orchestra. Sam

Poonja Kannazh-

agi is the first music was sent to us within the

next few minutes. We can’t wait for
the song to be presented to the
audience today,” added Karthik.
Their music videos have also gone
on to become huge hits in the last
few weeks. “We have certainly
planned a video for this song as well.
For now, we have to see how the
music will be received by the
audience. Within a few weeks, plans
for making it into a video will
begin,” he concluded.

Tamil indie song to have a part of its
song orchestrated by the prestigious
Macedonian musicians,” Karthik
Srinivas, the creative director of
Noise and Grains told DT Next.

The 30-piece arrangement was
done in a few minutes which
enthralled the team of Poonja
Kannazhagi. “It was all made
through a zoom call. Within half an
hour of our discussion, they were
already in their third take and the

DT SPORT

KANPUR: After becoming
India’s third highest Test
wicket-taker, off-spinner

cr)

Rohit Sharma (left)

Ravichandran Ashwin
revealed that he feared his
career would not survive the
chaos unleashed by the
COVID-19 pandemic last year.

Ashwin (419 wickets) surpassed
Harbhajan Singh (417 wickets)
during the drawn India-New Zea-
land first Test that concluded on
Monday here. The 35-year-old said
that he thought his career was at
“crossroads” after India’s tour of
New Zealand in early 2020.

“To be very modest about what
is happening in my life and my
career over the last couple of
years, I did not know if I would go
on to play Test cricket when we
were in the pandemic and in lock-
down,” Ashwin said in an inter-
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Punjab Kings released its last year’s ; Siraj (7 cr) i d view for the BCCI website.
skipper KL Rahul while retaining Ma- R:;al?ss-“s‘:rl:ju S i lkata - with Virat Kohli I had not played [India’s] last
yank Agarwal and uncapped Arsh- Samson' (14.cr) super Kings: A“'é’ RI er?l' ﬁ I — Test in Christchurch (which was
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i ! Jaiswal (4 cr) (12 cr), Moeen Ali Venkatesh Iyer (8cr)  in the auction ) ;
spinner Rashid Khan. (8 cr) and Ruturaj d Sunil Nari again, where is my future headed,

“If a player wants to be in the auction Sunri Gaikwad en 1(12| )arme because of the whether I would get in to the Test
because of the price, we respect his deci- pnpisers . o rice, we respect team which is the only format I

Hyderabad: (6¢r) Delhi price, p

sion. We will try and match him and see yacanace E his decisi We will am playing. But, God has been
; ; i ; Kane Williamson Capitals: IS decision. We wi )

if we can pick him in the auction for (14 cr), Abdul X Rishabh Pant if ick hi kind and I have been able to turn
the right price,” said SRHCEOK Shan- ¢ gr(‘,‘ ) 0 4 Punjab (16 ¢, Axar Patel see It we can pick him things around,” said Ashwin.
mugam on why the franchise had to let alTa I\(;Ir I?[(n Kings: ©cr) F”rithvi Shaw at the auction for “[Later that year], I shifted to
go of Rashid. Delhi Capitals and Kolkata mr(i" )a " Mayank Agarwal 0 B0 Y e the right price [IPL franchise] Delhi Capitals
Knight Riders retained the maximum cr (12 cr) an_d .N ortje (6.5 ¢r) where you (Shreyas Iyer) were
quota of four players each while Rajasthan Arshdeep Singh 1€ (b. K Shanmugam, SRH CEO the captain and things have
Royals held on to three. (dcr) on letting go Rashid Khan changed ever since,” Ashwin

‘Have been able to
turn things around’
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Ravichandran Ashwin

in an
Shreyas. Ashwin revealed that
Harbhajan inspired him to take
up off-spin after the veteran’s ex-
ploits during the historic Test se-
ries against Australia in 2001.

“When he (Harbhajan) was
bowling that wonderful spell
against Australia in 2001, I never
thought that I would even be an
off-spinner [one day], on that par-
ticular day. But, inspired by him,
I picked up the ball to bowl off-
spin and here I am. Thank you
Bhajji pa for inspiring me,” Ash-
win went on to add.

said

Odisha defeats East Bengal
6-4 in ISL goal fest

VASCO: Odisha FC came from behind to
defeat SC East Bengal 6-4 in an Indian Super
League 2021-22 goal fest at the Tilak Maidan
here on Tuesday. Darren Sidoel (13’) opened
the scoring for the Kolkata side, with
substitutes Semboi Haokip (80’) and Daniel
Chima (90’ & 90+2’ (P)) also getting on the
scoresheet. However, a brace each from
centre-back Hector Rodas (33’ & 40’) and
striker Aridai Cabrera (71’ & 90+4’) as well
as a goal apiece from Javi Hernandez (45’)
and Isak Vanlalruatfela (82’) left East Bengal
winless in the competition so far. Following
the result, OFC, with two wins from two
matches, has earned 6 points while SCEB
has only a solitary point in its kitty from
three games. On Wednesday, defending
champion Mumbai City FC and ATK Mohun
Bagan, who clashed in the Season 7 final,
will meet at the JN Stadium in Fatorda.

ER b a Asian Squash Championships:
EE India off to good start

KUALA LUMPUR: The top-seeded India men’s
team won its first two Pool A matches in the
20th Asian Squash Championships here on
Tuesday while the women’s team, seeded
third, also began well by beating the
Philippines 3-0 in Pool B.

interaction with

RESULTS: Men: India bt Iraq 3-0 (Ramit
Tandon bt Rasool Hashim Al-sultani 11-9,
11-8, 11-3; Mahesh Mangaonkar bt Abdullah
Hashim Al-Sultani 11-4, 11-2, 11-2; Velavan
Senthilkumar bt Hasanain Obeid Dakheel
11-4, 11-3, 11-4); India bt Philippines 3-0
(Saurav Ghosal bt Robert Andrew Garcia
11-8, 11-8, 11-4; Mahesh bt David William
Pelino 11-1, 11-6, 11-6; Velavan bt Reymark
Begornia 11-5, 11-7, 11-2)

Women: India bt Philippines 3-0 (Joshna
Chinappa bt Jemyca Aribado 13-11, 11-8,
11-4; Sunayna Kuruvilla bt Yvonne Alyssa

South Africa promises secure
bio-bubble for India series

JOHANNESBURG: South Africa’s
foreign ministry has said that
a “full bio-secure environ-
ment” would be created for the
India cricket team when it
lands here for an all-format
series next month and lauded
the BCCI for not pulling out its
‘A’ team despite the panic
caused by the discovery of a
new COVID-19 variant.

India ‘A’ will begin its second unof-
ficial Test against South Africa A
in Bloemfontein on Tuesday, stay-
ing put in the country despite the
global trepidation that has fol-

lowed the Omicron variant’s dis-
covery. The India senior team will
compete in three Tests starting
December 17, followed by as many
ODIs and four T20Is.

It is scheduled to land here by
December 9 but there have been
concerns over the tour due to the
new COVID-19 variant, which has
led to travel restrictions by sever-
al countries.

“South Africa will take all pre-
cautions necessary to ensure the
health and safety of the Indian
teams. A full bio-secure environ-
ment will be established around
both the South African and Indian

with the tour

can,” it added.

‘A’ Teams as well as the two Na-
tional Teams,” the Department of
International Relations and Coop-
eration (DIRCO), the country’s for-
eign ministry, stated.

“India’s decision to show soli-
darity by choosing to continue

Team stands in contrast with a
number of countries who have de-
cided to close their borders and to
restrict travel from Southern Afri-

that the South African govern-
ment has expressed its apprecia-
tion to the BCCI for allowing the
tour to continue.

of the Indian ‘A’

The ministry said

2021 AWARD WINNERS
Men’s Ballon d’Or: Lionel
Messi (Paris St Germain)

Women'’s Ballon d’Or:
Alexia Putellas
(Barcelona)

Best striker of the year:
Robert Lewandowski
(Bayern Munich)

Yachine Trophy (Best
goalkeeper): Gianluigi
Donnarumma (Paris St
Germain)

Kopa Trophy (Best
Under-21 player):
Pedri (Barcelona)

Club of the year:
Chelsea

SEVENTH HEAVE

seventh time, at the Theatre du Chatelet in Paris on Monday

Paris St Germain’s Argentine forward Lionel Messi with
the Men’s Ballon d’Or award, which he won for the

Dalida 11-4, 11-2, 11-2; Urwashi Joshi bt
Lizette Reyes 11-2, 11-3, 11-2)

U-19 cricket: MP on top
against TN at end of Day 2

CHENNAI: Replying to Tamil Nadu’s first
innings score of 325, Madhya Pradesh put 215
for 3 on the board, on Day Two of the Cooch
Behar Trophy (Men’s Under-19) Elite Group C
four-day match at the Lalbhai Contractor
Stadium in Surat on Tuesday. Aman Singh
Solanki (68 off 108 balls, 13 fours) and Akshat
Raghuwanshi (51 batting off 82 balls, 10
fours) put Madhya Pradesh in the ascendan-
cy by hitting half-centuries.

BRIEF SCORES: Tamil Nadu 325 in 101.2 overs
(B Sachin 37, A Badrinath 60, M Boopathi
Vaishna Kumar 101, K Om Nitin 29, Akash
Devkumar 48, Saumy Kumar Pandey 3/50,
Aryan Pandey 3/52, Parush Mandal 3/50) vs
Madhya Pradesh 215/3 in 66 overs (Prithviraj
Singh Tomar 34, Aman Singh Solanki 68,
Akshat Raghuwanshi 51*, Abhishek Mavi 37*)




